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NCEES reaches settlement with test prep provider over allegations of copyright
infringement

The National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES) and a test preparation provider for
certain NCEES exams have reached an $880,000 settlement agreement regarding allegations of the unauthorized
use of copyrighted practice questions and reference handbook materials belonging to NCEES. The agreement is
effective as of December 31, 2021.

In addition to the settlement payment, the test preparation provider has agreed to remove all NCEES-owned
material from its print and online materials. Per the terms of the agreement, the test preparation provider does not
admit any guilt regarding copyright infringement or liability to NCEES, and NCEES will not disclose the company’s
identity.

NCEES produces licensing exams for the professions of engineering and surveying, including the Fundamentals
of Engineering exam and the Principles and Practice of Engineering exam. The nonprofit organization also
publishes study materials, including practice exams, to familiarize candidates with the format and content of the
exams. NCEES alleged that the test preparation provider used NCEES’ copyrighted materials without NCEES’
authorization.

“NCEES’ focus, as always, was on protecting its intellectual property,” said NCEES Chief Executive Officer David
Cox. “NCEES and its volunteers have invested thousands of hours in the development of high-quality examinations
that assist licensing boards in performing their important work. It is therefore important that third parties respect
our intellectual property rights. We appreciate the cooperative response that we received in this instance from the
test preparation provider, when notified of our concerns.”

ABOUT NCEES

The National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying is a nonprofit organization made up of engineering and surveying
licensing boards from all U.S. states, the District of Columbia, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin
Islands. Since its founding in 1920, NCEES has been committed to advancing licensure for engineers and surveyors in order to safeguard
the health, safety, and welfare of the U.S. public.

NCEES helps its member licensing boards carry out their duties to regulate the professions of engineering and surveying. It develops best-
practice models for state licensure laws and regulations and promotes uniformity among the states. It develops and administers the exams
used for engineering and surveying licensure throughout the country. It also provides services to help licensed engineers and surveyors
practice their professions in other U.S. states and territories. For more information, please visit ncees.org.





