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Public Land Survey System (PLSS) exam to begin administration
The Public Land Survey System (PLSS) exam will begin administration in October 2027.

The PLSS exam will test an examinee’s ability to practice the PLSS method competently. The exam is still in 
development, but detailed specifications can be found here. More information about state-specific exam 
registration details and requirements will be forthcoming as the exam’s first administration approaches.

Registration for the PLSS exam will open one year before the exam’s first administration date. When registration 
is available, you will be able to create an account or log in to MyNCEES to register for the exam and download your 
free copy of the PLSS Reference Handbook.

ABOUT NCEES
The National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying is a nonprofit organization made up of engineering and surveying 
licensing boards from all U.S. states, the District of Columbia, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. Since its founding in 1920, NCEES has been committed to advancing licensure for engineers and surveyors in order to safeguard 
the health, safety, and welfare of the U.S. public. 

NCEES helps its member licensing boards carry out their duties to regulate the professions of engineering and surveying. It develops best-
practice models for state licensure laws and regulations and promotes uniformity among the states. It develops and administers the exams 
used for engineering and surveying licensure throughout the country. It also provides services to help licensed engineers and surveyors 
practice their professions in other U.S. states and territories. For more information, please visit ncees.org. 
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https://ncees.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2027_PLSS_Exam-Specifications_FINAL-1.pdf
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